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1. Introduction
At Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that every child can access a broad, balanced, and enriching education, regardless of family financial circumstances. This policy sets out when and how the school may make charges for certain activities and outlines how families can request financial support where needed. It complies with the Education Act 1996, DfE Guidance on Charging for School Activities (May 2018), and supports our mission statement:
“Loving, learning and reaching out to all, with Jesus in our hearts and minds.”
2. Aims
- To make clear distinctions between activities for which charges will and will not be made.
- To ensure equality of access to all educational opportunities.
- To provide a fair and transparent system for remissions and financial support.
3. Voluntary Contributions
Parents and carers may be invited to make voluntary contributions for activities such as educational visits, visitors to school, or workshops that enhance learning. No pupil will be excluded from an activity because a voluntary contribution has not been made. However, if insufficient contributions are received, the activity may need to be cancelled.
4. Activities and Services for Which Charges May Be Made
The school may make a charge for:

1. Board and lodging on residential visits (except where remissions apply – see Section 7).
2. Activities outside school hours that are not part of the National Curriculum or statutory Religious Education.
3. Music Tuition: Individual or small group lessons are charged £4.00 per lesson, delivered by external music tutors. Whole-class music provision remains free of charge.
4. Breakfast Club: A daily charge of £4.00 per session, including breakfast and supervision.
5. After-School Club: A daily charge of £8.50 per session, covering care, activities, and a snack.
6. Materials and ingredients for practical subjects (Art, DT, Cookery) where parents wish to keep the finished product.
7. Breakages or damage to school property caused by deliberate or careless behaviour.
8. Optional after-school clubs or activities run by external providers (charges set by the provider).
5. Activities for Which Charges May Not Be Made
The school will not charge for:
- Admission or education provided during school hours.
- Books, materials, or equipment required for curriculum delivery.
- Activities that are part of the National Curriculum, statutory Religious Education, or part of the basic curriculum.
- Entry for prescribed public examinations.
- Transport provided between the school and other premises for curriculum purposes.
6. Residential Visits
Charges will be made for board and lodging on residential visits. Parents who meet the eligibility criteria in Section 7 may receive full or partial remission for these costs.
7. Remissions and Financial Support
Parents may be eligible for financial support if they receive:
- Income Support
- Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
- Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
- Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
- Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax Credit entitlement)
- Universal Credit (subject to income thresholds)

The Headteacher, in consultation with the Chair of Governors, may offer additional assistance to families experiencing financial hardship.
8. Damage and Loss
Parents may be asked to pay the cost of replacement or repair for any school property or equipment deliberately damaged or lost by their child.
9. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Governing Body to ensure compliance with legislation and fairness in practice.
10. Communication
This policy will be published on the school website and available in the school office. All specific charges will be communicated clearly to parents in advance of any activity.
Appendix 1 – Summary of Charges
	Activity / Service
	Description
	Charge
	Notes / Remissions

	Breakfast Club
	Includes breakfast and supervision before school hours.
	£4.00 per session
	No charge reductions except at Headteacher’s discretion.

	After-School Club
	After-school care with snacks, activities, and supervision.
	£8.50 per session
	No charge reductions except at Headteacher’s discretion.

	Music Tuition
	Individual or small group lessons with visiting tutor.
	£4.00 per lesson
	Optional; whole-class music remains free.

	Educational Visits / Trips
	Day visits linked to curriculum learning.
	Voluntary contribution
	No pupil excluded; activity may be cancelled if insufficient funds.

	Residential Visits
	Overnight educational visits.
	Board and lodging costs only
	Remission is available for eligible families.

	Optional Extra-Curricular Activities
	Clubs provided by external providers.
	Set by provider
	Information provided separately.

	Practical Subject Materials
	Art, DT, or cooking items pupils keep.
	Cost of materials only
	Optional contribution.

	Deliberate Damage or Loss
	Repair/replacement of property or equipment.
	Actual cost
	Charge applied only when damage/loss deliberate.



All charges are reviewed annually by the Governing Body. The Headteacher has discretion to offer financial support in exceptional cases. Parents will be notified in advance of any changes to charges.
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