
READING POLICY STATEMENT - 2021 

 

 

At Our Lady’s Catholic School we endeavour to:- 

  Ensure progression of reading skills across the school. 

  Inspire pupils to read through exciting shared experiences. 

  Develop a clear understanding of the structure and language features 

            associated with different text types. 

  To teach pupils to decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and 

            effortlessly, using their phonic knowledge and skills. 

  To teach pupils to read ‘tricky’ words on sight. 

  To teach pupils to understand what they read. 

  To teach pupils to read aloud with fluency and expression. 

  To teach pupils to spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words. 

 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

  High quality texts are used to challenge, enthuse and engage children. 

  There is a clear progression in the teaching of reading which includes the 

            familiarisation of different text type, the identification of structure and 

            language features, modelled reading, guided reading and independent reading. 

  Progression of teaching reading includes giving children opportunities to work on 

            fluency and expression within their reading. 

 

 

Foundation Stage 

We follow the Read Write Inc Programme within the Foundation stage. In Reception 

the pupils rapidly learn sounds and the letter or groups of letters they need to 

represent them. Simple mnemonics help them to grasp this quickly. This is especially 

useful for pupils at risk of making slower progress. This learning is consolidated daily in 

RWI sessions. Pupils have frequent practice in reading high frequency words with 

irregular spellings – ‘tricky words’. A baseline assessment is carried out in the 

Reception class within 2-3 weeks. The whole class follow Set 1 of the RWI programme 

during the autumn term. Booster groups are held in the afternoon session for children 

who have not grasped the concepts. Children are grouped by ability in the spring term. 

 

We make sure that pupils read books that are closely matched to their increasing 

knowledge of phonics and the ‘tricky words’. This is so that, early on, they experience 

success and gain confidence that they are readers. Re-reading and discussing these 

books with the teacher, supports their increasingly fluent decoding. Alongside this, the 

teachers read a wide range of stories, poetry and non-fiction to pupils, during these 



sessions the children are encouraged to copy, repeat and predict. Reception has a daily 

phonics lesson which can include learning a sound, reading a book and completing a 

comprehension task. Each class has a set of Ruth Miskin resources which is used by 

both teachers and teaching assistants. Direct Phonics is used as an additional resource 

where children are not making the expected progress on the RWI programme. Picture 

books are sent home at the start of the year, we use the Oxford Reading Tree and 

RWI Ditty books. In January sight words are sent home each week. 

 

Key Stage 1 

Key Stage 1 have phonics session lasting up to 30 minutes each day. Every session 

begins with a speed sounds session and is then followed by red and green word 

activities, reading practice, comprehension questions, vocabulary checks, grammar and 

writing activities spread out throughout the week, 

Each group uses a set of books at the appropriate decodable level. Once the phonics 

programme has been completed by the group in Y2 they move onto Guided reading 

Activities.  In Year 2 the children working at greater depth are also following the 

Accelerated Reading programme for their home/school reader.  

  

Key Stage 2 

All Key Stage 2 classes now follow the Accelerated Reading Programme. The children 

are encouraged to read for approximately 25 to 30 minutes each day. This may be first 

thing in the morning or first session after lunch. It is important that the teacher acts 

as a role model and reads alongside the pupils, alternatively the teacher may choose to 

hear children read individually during these sessions. There is a dedicated teaching 

assistant who oversees the Accelerated Reading Programme, each pm session she 

oversees the monitoring for KS2. 

 

Planning 

Both Reception and Key Stage 1 use Ruth Miskin to plan each phonics and reading 

lesson. They use the interactive flipcharts, sound cards and books to plan interesting 

and engaging lessons.  

 

Key Stage 2 use The Year Group Overview Document to inform weekly planning. We 

have introduced The Write Stuff by Jane Considine which is developing writing through 

reading specific texts, children are engaged in quality texts with the teacher. Teachers 

use the objectives and units flexibly to plan engaging and challenging learning that 

provides meaningful opportunities to read and understand what they have read.   

 

We have implemented a whole class reading culture in school. Teachers may choose to 

read a selected novel to the class, alternatively they may use a set of class readers 

which covers an in depth topic based on the chosen novel. The current novel being read 

is displayed on the classroom door. Guided reading sessions are also used by teachers 

to focus on differentiation according to ability. The task is carefully selected to 

provide an appropriate level of challenge and will focus on a particular aspect of the 

reading process. 



 

 

Assessment, Monitoring, Moderation and Improvement 

 

Phonics Assessment  

 

 Class teachers in EYFS, Y1 and Y2 carry out phonics assessments each term and 

record the results from the Sound and Word Assessments. This data allows us to 

intervene in different ways. For instance, we quickly move pupils to another group if 

they are progressing faster than their peers. 

 

Reading Assessment 

 

In EYFS, children are formatively assessed during phonics and reading sessions against 

the Development Matters and observations are recorded on the Tapestry App.  

 

From Key Stage 1 upwards, day-to-day formative assessment takes place as adults hear 

their children individually or in groups and through questioning during discussions about 

class texts. Formative assessments are recorded by class teachers and impact the next 

reading sessions’ planning. 

 

Children from Y2 accessing the Accelerated Reading scheme along with Key Stage 2 

are tested using a Star Test on three occasions during the year; September, January 

and May. These tests give us the child’s reading age, Zone of Proximal Development 

(ZPD) which enable us to match the children to reading materials that will challenge 

sufficiently and pinpoints strengths and gaps to be developed.  

 

Children in Y1 are teacher assessed termly against National Curriculum Objectives. Y2 

upwards are summatively assessed termly using the NfER tests or past SAT papers as 

appropriate, in order to track children’s progress. Progress is recorded on Insight using 

the following terms: Well Below, Below, At and Above ARE. 

 

Children’s achievement in reading is closely monitored by the SLT. Where there are 

gaps, the subject lead provides support and guidance. Interventions are planned for 

children requiring extra support.  

 

 

Equal opportunities and Special needs 

 

All children must have the opportunity and the encouragement to reach their full 

potential regardless of race, creed or sex. (See Equal Opportunities Policy) 


